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Editorial A Practical Mystic 
The Congregation 
The local congregation is the visible manifestation of the 
church. It is here that the body of Christ takes form. Here 
the members of that body function and here gifts are 
shared. It is in the congregation that Christian fellowship 
becomes a reality. It is here that the claims of the gospel are 
validated and the new born in the family of God are 
nurtured and disciplined. Here is a bridgehead of the 
kingdom in territory under the control of the enemy. 
The congregations as we know them are organized and 
programmed. They have built buildings, organized choirs 
and clubs, and appointed committees. They have schedules 
of services and budgets. They hold conferences and revival 
meetings; plan retreats and carry-in dinners. And I heard of 
one congregation which was active and rather fully sched-
uled but when called upon to list its outreach and ministries 
was amazed to find so little to report. 
We spend our time and effort keeping the machinery 
going. What we have done determines what we will do. The 
way we did it will determine how we will continue to do it. 
Someone may have learned of a new program suggested at a 
convention and it is added to the structure of the 
congregation and the program grows a bit like Topsy. 
All the while we do not stop long enough to ask just 
what is the role of the local congregation. What in the 
world are we doing, or even better, supposed to be doing? 
What is the role of the local group as it relates to 
members of the congregation and as it relates to the 
community? 
How can we determine priorities in light of our size, our 
resources, and need? 
What should we do structurally and program-wise to 
fulfill these purposes? 
It has been said in many ways—catchy and humorous— 
that it is possible to be making good time but to be going in 
the wrong direction. The times are too critical for any 
congregation to assume that just because there is activity 
that the real needs of the people and the community are 
being met. "The times they are a changing" is more than a 
catchy tune. It is a summons to each congregation to 
reexamine what is happening or not happening. 
I venture no guess as to the future of the institutional 
church; nor the form of the local congregation; nor the 
style or size of the facilities required. These are not of the 
essence. 
But I see a great future for the local congregation if it is 
prepared to bring itself under the judgment of its Head and 
allow the Spirit to do a new thing in it and with it. 
We commend the Board of Christian Education for 
taking leadership in aiding and encouraging congregations 
to do this. The insert in this issue of the Visitor is.another 
valuable aid in self-examination and hopefully a sense of 
direction. 
The reason for reporting the death of Dan West in the 
contemporary scene is largely subjective. I question if he 
was well known in Brethren in Christ circles although his 
work is much more familiar. Dan West was a member of the 
Church of the Brethren. Although our names are similar 
and our paths crossed at rather significant times in our own 
history our two denominations have each gone its own way. 
Now, back to Dan West. I did not know him well. He did 
not know me at all. But on two occasions our paths 
crossed. 
The first time was thirty-odd years ago. I was a college 
freshman at Messiah, Dan West was oh campus and spoke in 
chapel. 
The student body was not large in those days. Although 
not as overt in their rejection of a speaker as their modern 
counterparts, they did have their ways of showing disinter-
est. But when Dan West spoke you could have heard the 
proverbial pin drop. 
He was not impressive in his appearance. He was not a 
particularly good speaker. He was not dominating in his 
personality but he had that student body hanging on his 
words. 
As I left the chapel, I shared these observations with an 
older student. I raised the question how one could account 
for his spell over that student body when there seemed to 
be an absence of those qualities we consider essential. 
My friend responded to my question with another—"Did 
it occur to you that he may have been sincere?" 
About seven years ago our paths crossed again. He was 
the luncheon speaker at our local Kiwanis Club. World 
peace was his concern. He shared his hope that the peoples 
and the nations would find some means besides war to 
settle their differences. The details I have forgotten. But I 
do remember his idealism and that it all seemed quite 
impractical and he unrealistic. 
Now as I reflect I wonder who was the practical one; 
who the realist? Are not heifers more practical than guns? 
Is not love really more practical than hate? It is a little hard 
to believe that the War Between, the States (The Civil War) 
was a very practical solution; or the Thirty-Year war that 
devastated Central Europe; or the Nigeria-Biafra conflict 
that destroyed a people; or the Viet Nam war that is 
destroying a country; or Hiroshima that will probably be 
remembered when Pearl Harbor is forgotten. 
Dan West was a dreamer of dreams and a doer of deeds. 
Not too busy doing to dream. Not too busy dreaming to 
do. "A Christian mystic—yet practical" as his friend Kermit 
Eby wrote of him. 
There are of course others besides Dan West who 
demonstrate the potential of a man or a woman who is 
captured by an idea or a truth or a Person. The majority of 
us have an idea; or we have the truth; or we have found the 
Person. But from the days of the Apostle Paul to the times 
of Dan West it has not been those who had an idea or the 
truth or the Person to whom the world is indebted but 
rather those who were had by an idea; grasped by some 
truth; captured by Christ. 
Is it not the genius of the Christian faith that ordinary 
people can do extraordinary feats when once they are 
willing to let go of God and let God take hold of them? 
January 25,1971 
Roy V. Sider 
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There is evidence of a growing inter-
est everywhere in religious experience. 
L.S.D. offers spiritual enlightenment in 
30 minutes. Countless numbers from 
North America are making pilgrimages 
to their favourite Hindu guru seeking 
peace and spiritual regeneration. Mia 
Farrow returned to the U.S. advocating 
"What Maharishi (the Beatles are his dis-
ciples) teaches should be taught in every 
university without charge." She said his 
techniques of meditation gave her a 
method to constantly improve spirit-
ually. Multitudes are turning to the 
occult, the mystical, the supernatural. 
The Age of Aquarius has millions of 
followers who have their devotions 
through the daily horoscope. 
There are many reasons for this 
"spiritual search." Man is basically a 
"spirit" being. He is more than body-
therefore he cannot find fulfillment in 
"things." His is more than mind—he 
cannot have his inner hunger satisfied 
with "logic." There is also a growing 
realization that something is basically 
wrong with the nature of man that must 
be corrected. With all his affluence, 
knowledge and entertainment, the man 
of the 70's, as in every decade from the 
beginning, is unsatisfied within. 
Are these the days that Amos de-
scribed? "Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord God, that I will send a famine 
in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a 
0$ e tience 
The writer, bishop of the Canadian Confer-
ence, prepared this article for sharing with 
pastors of his conference. It was slightly 
abridged for inclusion in the VISITOR. 
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thirst for water, but of hearing the 
words of the Lord: And they shall 
wander from sea to sea, and from the 
north even to the east, they shall run to 
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, 
and shall not find it." Amos 8:11 & 12. 
The Bible teaches that man can have 
peace with God—peace that is beyond 
understanding. Man can have contact 
with his God—and know it. Jesus is real. 
His Word is alive. The Spirit is God 
within. Becoming a Christian is a spirit-
ual experience with God. There is a 
consciousness of the forgiveness of sins, 
peace with God, assurance of eternal 
life, an awareness of the presence of 
God. To teach less than this is to give a 
stone when people ask for bread. If 
there is only form, ritual and ceremony 
there may be aesthetic beauty but there 
will be no spiritual life. 
This is not a call for majoring on 
emotionalism, nor for a narrow stereo-
typed concept of what Christian ex-
peri«nce is, or how it happens. It is 
intended to urge upon us the absolute 
necessity of personal encounter with 
Gcd through Jesus Christ and the 
awareness of His presence through the 
Holy Spirit. Unless there is spiritual 
reality we cease to be the church. We 
may go on our way—but it will not be 
God's way. 
It is imperative that every person 
received into church membership give 
testimony to a living relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Otherwise church member-
ship is a farce. Rev. Orval Butcher, used 
of God in Lemon Grove, California, is a 
pastor to thousands of people. Toward 
the conclusion of his pastoral classes he 
devotes two weeks of his visitation time 
to personal contacts with these member-
ship prospects. He must be certain, as 
certain as man can be, that each is 
assured of salvation and aware of the 
spiritual significance of membership. 
There are a number of things to keep 
in mind when speaking of "Spiritual 
Experience." 
1. Spiritual experience is initially the 
establishing of a new, life-changing 
relationship within the spirit of man 
by the work of the Spirit of God. 
2. This relationship must be based on 
the Word of God and received by 
faith in what God has said about 
Himself, about His Son, about us, 
and the conditions for such a rela-
tionship. Far too many people sepa-
rate the Word of God from experi-
ence. Any experience which is not in 
accord with the Scriptures is spu-
rious. Any experience which is not 
grounded in the Word is likely to be 
only emotional and result in instabil-
ity. Any spirit which cannot work 
with the Word in effecting an ex-
perience with God is not the Holy 
Spirit. 
3. Christian experience is personal. 
God's relationship with the spirit of a 
man is as different as one person is 
from another. The tremendous truth 
is that the Spirit of God can reveal 
Jesus Christ to every man even 
though no two persons are the same. 
Christian experiences then will differ 
greatly depending on 
(A) The personality—How differently 
Jesus dealt with Andrew, Peter, 
Philip, and Nathanael (note John 
1:35-51). 
(B) The background—study Jesus' 
approach to Nicodemus in John 3 
and to the woman of Samaria in 
John 4. 
(C) The age—there is a marked con-
trast between the spiritual experience 
of Paul and Timothy. One was struck 
down in a cataclysmic experience as 
the chief of sinners. The other having 
the faith that dwelt in two devout, 
maternal generations apparently 
rather quietly passed on to him, 
effecting salvation under Paul's 
teaching. 
4. Christian experience must be nur-
tured. The rate of spiritual infant 
mortality is atrocious. What is worse 
is that due to our neglect of new 
Christians we could be charged with 
spiritual infanticide and child neg-
lect. 
Some who believe will still be in need 
of assurance. Thus John wrote of how 
we have eternal life (I John 5:11 & 12) 
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and then went on to say "I have written 
like this to you who already believe in 
the name of God's Son so that you 
might be quite sure that, here and now, 
you possess eternal life." (I John 5:13 
Phillips) 
Not everyone will be able to pin-
point the day and the hour of con-
version. Sometimes the spiritual embryo 
grows silently in the womb of the soul 
and birth is easy. The song that says "I 
was there when it happened and I ought 
to know" is more true to form when 
there is a traumatic emotional experi-
ence. The more stubborn the sinner—the 
more he is there. The Bible does not 
require us to bear witness to "when" 
but to the present reality of Christ. 
The Christian experience of children 
is often, like all their lives, very simple. 
For this reason sometimes the initial 
surrender to and trust in Christ cannot 
be clearly recalled. Here again, in our 
concern for reality in Christian ex-
perience, we may underrate the genuine 
work of God's grace in a young life. Ada 
R. Habershon expresses it clearly in 
these lines: 
"The Shepherd found me in His bound-
less grace, 
Before I even knew that 1 was lost; 
My tiny foot-steps scarcely had begun 
To tread the path of danger ere I saw 
The Shepherd close beside me. 
'Twas enough! 
No sense of danger made me seek His 
arms, 
I did but catch a glimpse of His dear 
face, 
Then gladly let Him lift me to His 
breast. 
And only after that, when I was safe, 
And felt His arms encircling me with 
love, 
Did He Himself point out the road 
beneath, 
And make me see the precipice below, 
I saw His love before I saw my need; 
I knew my safety long before I knew 
The awful death from which He rescued 
me, 
And though I cannot tell when this took 
place, 
Or when I first was clasped in His 
embrace, 
I only know He found me- I am His." 
Those who are saved while young in 
years can have a Christian experience 
that is real, genuine and meaningful. 
Every effort should be made to reach 
children for the Lord. It is not necessary 
to wait for a "feeling" or to develop an 
emotional "climate." 
Nurture will be doubly important for 
the young. Christian testimony will 
need to be validated by consistent liv-
ing. New understandings will lead to 
deeper experience in the Lord. Even as 
our Lord admonished, let us cherish the 
little ones who trust in Him. Man 
hungers for spiritual reality. Jesus Christ 
is the Way, the Truth, the Life. 
PaulS. Rees THE VALUE OF VISIBILITY 
I have my doubts that any of the 
mechanical or electronic media—print-
ing press, radio, television—will ever 
adequately substitute for the incarna-
tion of the gospel by the visible Chris-
tian community in the evangelizing of 
the world. Too high praise can hardly be 
given to our friends who are immersed 
in Christian literature and radio over-
seas. At the same time we need to be 
cautioned against excessive claims or 
expectations in the employment of 
these admirable instrumentalities. Tests 
made in Korea, for example, showed 
that in that country Christian broad-
casts were less effective as a factor in 
conversions than they were in contribut-
ing to the growth of those who had 
already made their confession of faith in 
Christ. 
A visible, credible Christian presence 
(no less than an audible Christian wit-
ness) in the factories, offices, shops, 
schools, villages, and farm districts will 
be required if masses of non-Christians 
are to reach a verdict for or against 
Jesus Christ. A distorted notion of 
Christian "separation" is a menace at 
this point. We are misrepresenting 
Christ, who was morally insulated but 
not physically withdrawn. As the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury has put it, we 
"must go out and put ourselves with 
loving sympathy inside the doubts of 
the doubting, the questions of the ques-
tioners, and the loneliness of those who 
have lost their way." . 
From an editorial 
World Vision Magazine. 
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Put CAMPING 
in Camping 
L. Eugene Wingert 
This is the time of the year when camp boards and 
directors are laying plans for their summer programs and 
recruiting staff. It is an appropriate time to give some 
consideration to the purposes of camp and how we expect 
to accomplish them. 
"Camping" is a term which has become a catch-all for all 
types of summer programs from camp meetings to wilder-
ness back-packing trips. We need to make a distinction 
between the conference type program and the camping 
program. 
A conference places the emphasis on speaking and 
hearing. The program is speaker-centered and consists of 
classes, services and sessions of various types. Counselors, if 
any, have the function of keeping order in cabins or dorms 
and serving as follow-up personnel for decisions which are 
made in the meetings. Most of the activities are done as a 
total group, that is, it is centralized. Recreational activities 
such as volleyball and softball are planned as breaks in the 
schedule to allow the youth to let off steam. This type of 
program could easily be carried on right at the local church, 
without necessarily going to a special location. 
A camp emphasizes doing. The location is in the 
outdoors and the activity is outdoor living. That is the 
program. It is more than a church moved outdoors. 
Campers actually live together in the woods. This type of 
program is counselor centered. The counselor spends 
considerable time with his cabin group and the spiritual 
thrust is made through the relationship he develops with his 
group. The activities are not those which the camper would 
normally do on the playground back home, although there 
is no objection to softball, etc., if the facilities are available. 
However, they aren't necessary. 
I believe there is a time and a place for the ministry of 
both the conference program and the camp. However, the 
potential for evangelism and Christian nurture through real 
outdoor camping has not been generally recognized by 
camp planning agencies in our brotherhood. 
I would like to enter a plea and a challenge to Regional 
Christian Education boards, camp boards and directors to 
provide a unique camping experience for our youth which 
will be stimulating both physically and spiritually. 
Such an experience would stress informal living and 
learning in the outdoors under the leadership of a Christian 
counselor. Formal "classes" are dropped and the counselor 
is permitted to lead his cabin group of five to ten campers 
in outdoor activities, discussion and Bible discovery. The 
claims of Christ are presented informally and directly in a 
real life situation when the campers are most ready to 
receive them. The alert counselor uses the experiences of 
the moment as teaching opportunities. 
The campers are engaged in erecting their own shelters, 
cooking their own food and meeting the challenges of 
nature together. Last summer at Lakeview, campers found a 
new sense of comradeship as they faced the rigors of getting 
breakfast in a downpour. Spiritual awareness is also 
fostered. As one group huddled under a tarp, a girl said, "I 
think we ought to pray." The stress pointed out their need 
of God. 
to page eighteen 
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Religious News 
Bob Jones May Lose 
Tax Exemption on Race Stand 
The Internal Revenue Service has 
notified Bob Jones University in Green-
ville, S.C., that any institution that does 
not enroll black students without re-
striction will no longer be granted ex-
emption from income tax and that gifts 
made to such institutions will no longer 
be tax deductible. 
In a statement blasting the action as 
"disgraceful" and unfair against all-
white BJU, President Bob Jones says the 
school will reluctantly enter into a suit 
which may cost the institution a quarter 
of a million dollars. 
The basic stand of the university, 
founded by the late Southern evangelist 
Bob Jones Sr., is that accepting black 
students would mean the danger of 
inter-racial dating and the awkwardness 
of disciplining an errant student who 
was black. "He would cry that he was 
being persecuted because he was black," 
Dr. Jones said. 
Joseph Hemphill New NSSA Director 
Dr. W. Joseph Hemphill, for 12 years 
a popular pastor in the burgeoning San 
Gabriel Valley of Southern California, 
has been appointed executive director 
of the National Sunday School Associa-
tion, according to NSSA president 
Robert A. Crandall. He succeeds Wayne 
Buchanan who has joined the Benson 
Company of Nashville. 
For the past year, Dr. Hemphill has 
been administrative coordinator for the 
Greater Los Angeles Sunday School 
Association. 
Graham Hits WCC for Actions 
"Outside Church Jurisdiction" 
Evangelist Billy Graham has criti-
cized the World Council of Churches for 
actions he said are "totally outside the 
jurisdiction of the church." 
Mr. Graham was commenting on the 
WCC's establishment of a fund opposing 
racism, with grants going to some 
agencies in southern Africa which have 
been accused of using violence against 
existing governments. 
"When the World Council of Church-
es gave $200,000 to some militant 
groups in Africa to carry on violence, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury criticized 
the Council," he said. "Welt, I agree 
with him 100 per cent, but I go further. 
". . . The London Telegraph carried a 
big story on the fact that the World 
Council of Churches had just voted 
$200,000 to help Americans who desert 
from the military. This is totally outside 
the jurisdiction of the church. 
Study Finds Russians Religious 
Tens of millions of citizens in the 
Soviet Union still practice religion de-
spite their Red rulers and general dis-
crimination against believers. 
A British study group making the 
report said a new religious vigor is 
apparent in the Soviet Union, particu-
larly among the young. 
Many Christians in Russia, said the 
report from the newly-formed Center 
for the Study of Religion and Com-
munism, believe they have the right to 
continue religious worship because of a 
paragraph in the Russian constitution 
which Lenin proclaimed in 1918: "The 
right to religious and antireligious prop-
aganda is recognized for all citizens." 
Urges Missionaries to Prepare 
For Mao's Death 
The head of Asian Outreach says 
indications from Red China are that 
Mao Tse-tung is making preparations for 
his death and that Christians should 
stand ready for the new regime. 
The Rev. Paul E. Kauffman, noting a 
recent Hong Kong newspaper headline 
which read, "Mao Prepares To Die," 
pointed out that no Communist revolu-
tion in history has been successfully 
perpetuated after the decease of its 
founder. 
He said missionary-minded Christian 
organizations should' be preparing for 
the death of Mao when the situation on 
the mainland is sure to change. 
Creation Featured in New 
High School Biology Text 
A new high school textbook offering 
creation as a live option to evolution for 
the theory of origins has been released 
by Zondervan Publishing House. 
Titled, Biology: A Search for Order 
in Complexity, the book is according to 
co-editor John N. Moore of Michigan 
State U., "a scientifically accurate al-
ternate to currently available biology 
texts. 
Unique in the book is a unit on 
"Theories of Biological Change" which 
presents the evidences for both creation 
and evolution as a theory for origins— 
the first time in nearly half a century. 
Jewish Editor Stresses 
Ecology View in Torah 
The first five books of the Old 
Testament clearly admonish Jews to 
care for the earth. 
Dr. Trude Weiss-Rosmarin, editor of 
the Jewish Spectator, admitted the 
authors "did not use the term 'ecology,' 
but they knew. . . what we moderns 
only now are beginning to understand: 
Men must take care of their environ-
ment." 
She pointed to the Biblical command 
to "rest" the soil to restore natural 
strength, to warnings against destruction 
of an enemy's fruit trees (like the 
modern-day danger of defoliation in war 
theatres), codes against water pollution 
and prohibition against contamination 
through human wastes. 
Tournament of Roses Queen 
Accepts Gift New Testament 
A special issue of the best-selling 
paperback New Testament in Today's 
English Version titled, Good News' for 
Modern Man, was presented to the 82nd 
Tournament of Roses queen by Tourna-
ment President A. Lewis Shingler. 
A copy each was also supplied to all 
six of Queen Kathleen Arnett's court. 
The New Testaments, supplied by 
the American Bible Society office in 
Los Angeles, were autographed by Billy 
Graham, the Grand Marshal of the 1971 
rose parade on New Year's Day. The 
evangelist was the first clergyman ever 
to head the parade as Grand Marshal. 
Tournament President A. Louis 
Shingler and two princesses in the 
Queen's court were active in the Church 
of the Nazarene. 
Weekly Church Attendance: 
Catholic Figure Drops to 60%, 
Protestant Average Still 38% 
Attendance by U.S. Roman Catholics 
at worship in a typical week dropped to 
60 per cent in 1970, 3 per cent decline 
in a year while Protestant churchgoing 
remained at about 38 per cent, accord-
ing to the Gallup Poll. 
Gallup disclosed that the over-all 
average weekly attendance in 1970 was 
42 per cent, unchanged from 1969. 
Protestant regularity declined in the 
years before 1964, reaching a low of 37 
per cent that year. The Catholic per-
centage in 1964 was 71, according to 
the Poll. 
The decrease in the Catholic ranks 
was attributed mainly to a fall off in 
attendance by young adults in their 
twenties. 
Among American Jews, the weekly 
synagogue attendance rate has been 
fairly constant for six years, 17 per cent 
in 1964 and 19 per cent in 1970. 
Dr. Blake: WCC Aid To 
Draft Resisters Does Not 
Encourage Breaking of the Law 
The World Council of Churches is 
not encouraging young Americans to 
break U.S. laws by supplying funds to 
aid "draft refugees" in Canada, the 
Council's chief executive said. 
Dr. Eugene Carson Blake said the 
WCC's appeal for $240,000, over three 
years, to assist the 30,000 young men 
who have become military deserters or 
draft resisters is similar to the help given 
any other political refugees. 
He said the World Council has helped 
millions of persons, especially from 
Eastern Europe, in the past 20 years 
without asking whether they are "good" 
people-and without agreeing or dis-
agreeing with their cause. 
Dr. Blake said the duty of the World 
Council in dealing with refugees is to 
serve the spiritual and physical needs of 
all. 
January 25, 1971 
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Through the Lab 
Technician's Eyes 
XjrXAtXjrZ&rXjVV&VTZ&ttr 
The new laboratory room at Mtshabezi Mission Hospital enables Marilyn Ebersole 
to do more accurate testings. 
Marilyn Ebersole 
In the almost two years that I have 
been in Africa, I have seen the hospital 
expand to new buildings [as a result of 
Oxfam and "Bread for the World" help 
secured through Dr. Myron Stern's lead-
ership before leaving for furlough in the 
States]. With the coming of Dr. Stein-
brecher [a certified surgeon] the patient 
census has increased. A "doctor who 
cuts" is tops in the eyes of these people 
and therefore business increases! The 
lab has expanded from a corner of a 
room in the administration building to 
three rooms in the outpatient building. 
The variety has increased with the ar-
rival of new equipment and supplies—as 
also the volume of work. I now feel like 
a laboratory technician again! 
We try to meet more than the physical 
needs of our patients. 
At nine o'clock every morning one of 
the working girls goes to each ward and 
rings a bell inviting the people to 
prayers. A few minutes later, two more 
girls go around inviting the people 
again. . . . No one hurries, and we often 
sing our crowd to the meeting place-
underneath a big tree back of the 
hospital; in bad weather, in the out-
patient waiting room. [Sounds as 
though they could use a chapel! mck] 
Each of the missionary staff mem-
bers and our hospital evangelist, 
The writer is stationed at the Mtshabezi 
Mission Hospital, Rhodesia 
Timothy Mpofu, take a day's turn in 
speaking. When I speak there are days 
that I feel no one is listening: they are 
watching birds fly overhead, the girl 
hanging up the laundry, ox something 
else. Then there are days when one 
senses audience rapport, when hands are 
lifted for prayer, and those glorious 
times when one accepts Christ as his 
Savior. 
There is more to our spiritual min-
istry than prayers. 
There is personal contact. Evangelist 
Mpofu is at the hospital 5& days a 
week*—speaking, counseling, praying 
with patients and visitors. At Saturday 
morning Staff "Prayers, he often reports 
that certain patients request prayer to 
be delivered from evil habits or are 
seeking Christ. 
He goes out visiting villages by bi-
cycle several times a month. Sometimes 
he visits near the mission those who do 
not attend services; sometimes, former 
patients . . . . One Sunday a month we 
take the VW Kombi to go places too far 
for cycling to contact former patients. 
These are' learning experiences for me— 
visiting the outstation churches and in 
the villages. 
The story is the same around the 
world: some see their evil ways, repent, 
and accept Christ; others reject. For 
those who do accept we are most 
thankful. 
Returning to Rhodesia 
ASSIGNED TO 
WANEZI MISSION 




"A thoughtful guide to get us where we want to go. >» 
£ ^ & 
Here is a clear and concise article that we believe will 
provide helpful ideas on how Christian Education and 
Congregational Life fit together. It may not say every-
thing, but it does say something. It is particularly relevant 
to our Congregational Analysis Program as resource read-
ing. We suggest you read it in sequence following the 
numbered sections. We would welcome your response to 
these ideas. 
Board of Christian Education 
P.O. Box 127 
Nappanee, Indiana 46550 
© People 
are God's gifts to the church. Without people He 
would have no church. As His gifts all, that 
means each person, are important in 
the life of your congregation. 
People for whom Christ died, people 
who have decided to fol low Him, are 




People who are becoming God's people have many needs, 
areas in which they can be helped to be more fully 
what God intends. Through Christian education 
the church seeks to help all persons to know 
God as revealed supremely in Jesus Christ 
and the Scriptures: to become aware of 
who they are, of what their situation 
is, and of their alienation to the end 
that they may repent of their sin, respond 
to God's redeeming love in faith, and become 
members of the body of Christ; to grow in Christ 
within the community of believers, to walk in the 
Spirit in every relationship, to fulf i l l the call to discipleship 
in the wor ld , and to abide in the Christian hope. 
© 
Need is not l imited to the brotherhood; in fact it is the 
world which has the greatest need. God sent His Son 
into the world because of the world's need. Every 
congregation of God's people is an oasis in a wasteland 
of need. Like Christ, the church exists to serve the 
need of the wor ld. Your congregation is closer to the 




When people as God's gifts to the church are 
matched with the needs of the wor ld, the first 
step toward a relevant congregational program 
is taken. The program is uniquely theirs because 
a people saw a need and acted. Program begins 
with the gifts of people. (Example: The Good 
Samaritan gave himself and what he had to meet 
the need of the man who fell among thieves.) 
Program 
© 
There are many continuing things happening regularly in your congregation. 
There is worship, preaching, discussion, nurture, reconcil ing, discerning, and 
sanctioning. None of these dare become habit. Al l of them are a part of 
what the congregation is — a corporate disciple of Jesus Christ. 
© 
The corporate personality of your congregation, like a 
finger print, is different f rom any other congregation. 
It is different because God's gifts of persons are 
different. They see different needs in themselves 
and in the world where they live. The program 
they develop in matching people with needs 
is different than their neighbors'. 
® 
After a congregation has determined its program, both the new things 
and the ongoing things it wil l do, both the things it wil l do for itself and 
what it wil l do for others, it is ready to consider the adequacy of available 






People (God's gifts) matched wi th needs (the 
congregation's opportunity) determine 
the program a local church must 
fulf i l l to be faithful. 
Facilities and finances fol low 
program. That is a helpful motto for 
all budget planners and building committees. 
Program 
® 
It is easy to run around the diamond the wrong way. As in baseball, that 
does not score. Yet many congregations start at third base. They say, 
(3) "What could we do with a budget of so much?" (2) " H o w much program 
would that make?" (1) "What needs can we meet?" Then people become 
the pawns of program. They are used to fi l l the slots in an already 
determined program. They are cogs in the machinery of productivity. 
® 
When people are considered cogs (when they are 
important mostly because they are needed to keep 
the program running) they lose heart. They are 
merely pieces of the congregational machine instead 
of " l iv ing stones" (1 Pet. 2:5) in a vibrant church 
which God is building. Persons "used" to keep 
the wheels of congregational machinery turning are 
not free to be all that God intends for them as His 
gifts to the church. 
® 
On the other hand, think of the vitality and freshness in the program of a 
congregation that takes the infinite variety of the gifts of its people 
seriously. Each person can stand tall among his brothers because he is 
free to be the gift which God has made him. What he can do well is fully 
as much a part of the congregation's total program as the part contributed 
by the five-talented man. 
® People It is not hard to see that everything in the congregation has a third dimension. There is a purpose in 







and do. That purpose is the same 
thing as your congregation's mission in the 
wor ld. Your congregation's mission is as unique as its people. 
® 
God had something in mind when He gave that certain combination of 
gifts of people to your congregation. He had something in mind when He 
placed the people of your congregation strategically so that in the process 
of living and working they would touch the lives of certain people in the 
wor ld. The people of your church, individually and corporately, are called 
to be good Samaritans to some whom everyone else is passing by. Wouldn' t 
it be a shame if your congregation were looking the other way? Wouldn' t it 
be unfaithful? It is as important for a whole congregation to f ind God's 







A congregation is tempted as often to do too much as too 
little. It cannot do everything that could be 




what should be the priorities for 
this year. What short steps, or goals, can 
move the congregation forward in mission in the world? 
® 
Somehow the whole congregation must be involved in determining where 
it is going. Both the short steps (the goals) and the long steps (the 
congregation's purpose or mission) must be determined together. Al l of the 
people must have ownership in the decisions that are made about where 
the congregation is going. It should be clear to all and accepted by all that 
this is in fact the direction that God is leading. 
® 
The church becomes most truly the church when it finds a way to discern 
the wil l of God for it specifically and regularly. The church worships most 
deeply when it senses that God as the pillar of the cloud and fire moves 
ahead of it. There is much that the congregation must discern as it moves. 
The gifts of leadership are active in the process of discernment. And the 
Holy Spirit makes discernment possible. 
® 
People 
But what does a congregation discern? What should it discern? 
This is where the congregation has the opportunity to 
become alive! It is exciting to discern 




* - and 
Finances 
•*- Goals Purpose 
Goa\s ' 
given, what needs can be met in the 
wor ld , what the shape of the program should be, 
what facilities and money are needed to do the job God 
wants done, and which steps can be taken this year and next. 
® 
Perhaps the one committee that is needed 
the congregation in the experiences 
heart of congregational life 
would help the congregation keep 
so that among all that could be done the 
Leaders of 
Discernment 
above all others is a committee to lead 
of discernment. At the 
leaders in discernment 
its priorities sorted out 
congregation would do a few things well . 
Reprinted from the Gospel Herald. Used by permission of the Mennonite Commission for 
Christian Education and the Gospel Herald. 
® 
® 
A major area for discernment is how persons can be equipped to do the 
best possible job of mission in the wor ld. This is the task of Christian 
education. Once it is clear what a congregation's purpose and goals are, 
then Christian education can be put to work undergirding all efforts. A 
host of settings can be used to prepare people for mission in the wor ld. 
What kind of equipping do they need? It depends partly on the job that 
is to be done. Yet some things are basic. (T )A thorough knowledge of the 
Bible is necessary. This educational task begins wi th small children and 
continues through life. (T)A clear understanding through experience of what 
commitment to Christ means is most important. (T)The issues which are 
raised when we walk as disciples of Christ in the world must receive the 
counsel of our brethren as we search the Word of God together. 
® 
The equipping process is equally as important as mission. They belong 
together for without mission equipping is an exercise in futi l ity. And 
without the equipping process the mission cannot be carried out. That 
could just be why Jesus emphasized both teaching and mission in the same 
commission. "Go , then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my 
disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And remember! I wi l l be wi th you always, to the end of the age" 
(Mt. 28:19, 20,TEV). 
A Letter to Andrew 
CWt/ AKXL^ 
. . . . I'm sure you will remember 
Mr. Nakagawa of the Kokubunji 
Institute English class. Tim is still 
continuing that class, meeting now 
twice a week. Two weeks ago this 
Mr. N. told Tim that he wants to 
become a Christian. He had been 
coming to church in recent weeks; the 
following Sunday he accepted the Lord 
as Savior. 
Visiting in his home for follow-up 
sessions, Lucille and I met his wife 
and baby daughter. The wife was very 
cool toward us . . . . He said that she 
cried when he told her that he had 
John Graybill writes to former VS'er 
"Andy" Stoner, excerpts of which are shared 
here. 
decided to become a Christian and 
follow Jesus as long as he lives. 
She too needs the Lord. 
You may also remember the 'pretty 
lady' in that one ladies' class, 
Mrs. M—. She later stopped coming 
to church and to English classes. Matoba san 
[the elderly Spirit-filled lady who 
ministers with the Graybills] always 
goes to greet her at home every week 
or so. Her husband also came here for 
some English help in August and Sep-
tember when he had to write reports in 
English for his company. 
Last week this couple had an awful 
fight of some kind. Mrs. M. says that 
she thought she would die. Then in 
this condition they called Matoba san 
and asked for help. She went twice 
and last Sunday both attended church 
for the first time. I felt led to give 
another invitation after the sermon 
and immediately both came to be saved. 
We personally dealt with them after 
the service and both seem to have come 
to personal salvation. Also on Tues-" 
day, Lucille and I were in their home 
till 11 p.m.; and it seems they are 
forgiven, happy, and pledged God and 
each other to live a different life 
from here on. She said that since last 
Sunday, they have found new joy in 
their home and they now read the 
Bible together and pray each day. Pray 
for them, too. 
Do you remember the Hasegawa family 
where both are teachers? For over a 
year they were not coming to church 
and even though we continued to visit 
them, there was no real response. But 
beginning in November they have re-
turned to the Lord, to church fellow-
ship and seem eager to go on with the 
Lord. I remember you gave several 
Bible studies in their home. 
Several more new folks whom you do 
not know have requested baptism this 
Christmas. We sense a new spirit of 
seeking God and a sincere desire to 
know the joy of Christ as Saviour and 
Lord. Please share this joy with others 
in prayer. We pray that this breath 
of revival will not just be a little 
spurt but one that will continue to 
sweep many of our English contacts 






Excerpts from message by Rev. Alistair 
Morton, Principal of David Livingstone 
Training College, at the recent Christian 
Leaders'Retreat in Livingstone. 
January 25, 1971 
The congregation of the Old Testa-
ment is not the same as the Church of 
the New Testament. The Holy Spirit's 
presence with the congregation of Israel 
was very real, but it did not hold the 
same preeminence as it did in the New 
Testament Church. The giving of the 
Holy Spirit, as we read of it in the book 
of Acts, is actually the beginning of the 
Church; it signifies a new fellowship of 
believers. 
What were the results of the coming 
of the Holy Spirit? First it had its 
outward effect in that the people went 
out preaching and people were being 
healed. But second and equally impor-
tant was the effect within the Church. 
The people experienced a new quality 
of life together: they sold their goods 
and attended the temple together. . . . 
The Spirit was not given for the private 
good of the individual alone but also for 
the good of the fellowship. 
If the Church is an association of the 
Spirit, what kind is it? First, we share in 
one spirit in Christ; we are all a part of 
His body. A Christian must be in Christ. 
.. . Secondly,, the Spirit in the Church 
has a certain work to do. It interprets 
the Word of God to the believer and 
thereby becomes the guardian of the 
Truth. The Spirit also gives the believers 
a law of life— not the law of the Jews 
nor the law of nature or of the passions 
—but the law of the spiritual life. 
Thirdly, the Spirit makes the followers 
of God holy. Each one has a new birth 
by the Spirit. It is not the work of the 
Church to bestow holiness; it is the 
Spirit's work. 
Do our churches have the qualities of 
the Spirit? 
We have traditions which have be-
come meaningless. We have little evi-
dence of life in our churches. People 
may respond to our witness, but all too 
often they are then drawn back into a 
dead fellowship. We must keep this 
desire to go out to the unbelievers, but 
we also desperately need to build up the 
existing body-of believers. 
The Spirit changes things. Things 
become alive in the presence of the 
Spirit. He makes people stop sinning. He 
makes new people. We must never 
quench the Spirit as it seeks to do its 
work. It is not our business to try to 
calm down a person who has the Spirit 
of God in him. 
Let us pray that the Spirit may do its 
work in each of us as individuals and the 
Church as a whole, for we are HIS! 
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TWR to S. Africa 
Dr. Paul Freed, President of Trans 
World Radio has announced that TWR 
has received permission from the Gov-
ernment of Swaziland to build and 
operate a missionary radio station in 
that country. 
The new international operation will 
allow Trans World Radio to broadcast 
Christian programmes with 100,000 
watts of medium wave power. Transmis-
sions will also be aired on the short 
wave bands. The new station site will be 
located near Mbabane, the capital. Con-
struction is scheduled to begin in early 
1971. 
Swaziland is a small inland country, 
bordered on the north, west and south 
by South Africa and on the east by 
South Africa and Mozambique. The 
nation, a member of the British Com-
monwealth, became independent on 
September 6, 1968. 
David Carlson is Director of Public 
Relations for Trans World Radio and is 
stationed with his wife, Florence, and 
daughter, Karen, at Monte Carlo, Mon-
aco. 
Wedding Bells at Matopo 
A simple but very pretty wedding 
took place in the Matopo Mission 
Church on the 28th November at 10 
a.m., when Marilyn Sider— a nurse at 
Macha Mission Hospital but formerly of 
Bertie congregation, Ontario, Canada— 
and Robert Graybill were united in 
marriage. Bishop Kumalo performed the 
ceremony assisted by Bishop Kipe of 
Zambia. Robert, a VSer, has been sta-
tioned at Matopo Mission. The couple 
will live at Mtshabezi Hospital after 
December 8, where Marilyn will be 
employed as a nurse and Robert will 
assist in the maintenance program. 
We enjoyed having Robert's parents 
with us, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Graybill of 
Balsbaugh Congregation (U. C), Her-
shey, Pa. Before and after the wedding 
they visited the various mission stations. 
Miriam Stern 
Camping 
f rom page six 
For junior age campers (9-13) the 
program may be described as "Dis-
covery through Adventure." Experi-
ences such as cooking and sleeping 
outdoors, hiking, fishing, swimming 
appeal to the natural sense of adventure 
of this age group. When their appetite 
for adventure and discovery is whetted, 
the counselor naturally turns to the 
Word of God and continues the experi-
ence. The Bible is not used as material 
to be studied, but as a living experience 
to be discovered. Campers learn to 
encounter the God of Scripture through 
the experiences they share together and 
- from the lessons taught by their natural 
surroundings. 
For older youth (14-20) camping 
becomes "'Development through Chal-
lenge." Teens need challenging experi-
ences to assist in growth both physical 
and spiritual. A camping program 
should provide a delicate balance of fun, 
excitement, struggle, stress, quiet and 
reflection. This is where trip camping 
provides the program. 
For a period of a week or two, the 
campers are on the move, hiking, cyc-
ling, canoeing or climbing. Whatever it 
is, it is new, exciting and, to a certain 
The writer, a student at Ashland Theolog-
ical Seminary, is the director of the Central 
Conference Camping program. The photo is 
used courtesy of Union Pacific Railroad. 
extent, tough. The campers not only 
live close to nature but close to each 
other thus facing the challenge of per-
sonal relations. The challenges of Chris-
tian living grow out of the immediate 
experience of the group and the coun-
selor assists the campers in understand-
ing the meaning and implications of the 
experience. 
Psalm 19 takes on new meaning to 
the camper who has slept in the wilder-
ness under the open sky. "Endure hard-
ness as a good soldier of Christ" be-
comes very real after a long hard day of 
canoeing. "I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of 
God . . . . " is unforgettable after climb-
ing a mountain or reaching camp after a 
ten mile hike. 
Nature is not seen as an adversary to 
be conquered, but as a good friend, 
evoking the very best one can give and 
whose healing qualities often calm the 
soul and give time for reflection and 
restoration away from the mad rush and 
noise of daily living. Youth find time to 
look in-ward and up-ward in the majesty 
and wonder of God's world. 
Obviously, these programs require 
some financing and training of person-
nel. Let us recognize that the cost of 
camping equipment is very modest com-
pared with the large sums we invest in 
camp buildings. The best real estate is 
untouched wilderness. 
As for training, we have long been at 
fault for not giving essential training and 
skills to the counselors we bring to 
camp. Experience has proven that coun-
selors take on a new interest in their job 
when they are properly trained prior to 
camp and when they are given a signifi-
cant role in the life of camp rather than 
serving as resident policemen in the 
cabins. 
In summary, camping which is truly 
camping provides a special ministry to 
youth. It is a unique experience, pro-
vides real excitement and a challenge 
which is more than verbal. It capitalizes 
on the relationships developed within a 
small group under the direction of the 
Christian counselor so that in-depth 
communication is possible. Camping 
takes advantage of all that nature can 
teach about the realities of life. Finally, 
camping provides opportunity for prac-
tical Christian living and learning in a 
real life situation. 
In camping we have a tool for evan-
gelism and nurture which needs to be 
brought into the service of the Church. 
Youth need and deserve the spiritual, 
social and physical benefits which an 
outdoor program of adventure and 
challenge can provide. 
Will we give it to them? 
Note: Those wishing further informa-
tion on camping are encouraged to 
write: 
Christian Camping International 
Box 400 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin 53191 
or 
American Camping Association 
Bradford Woods 
Martinsville, Indiana 46151 
18 Evangelical Visitor 
This article is a summary of a survey conducted as partial 
fulfillment of course requirements by the writer. Those 
surveyed included three bishops, four pastors, a church 
administrator, all of the Brethren in Christ Church; and 
a seminary president from a related denomination. 
The Ministry 
THE MINISTER'S CALL 
All agree that God specifically calls 
men for the ministry. They base this 
belief on the example of the prophets 
and apostles, scriptural proof texts 
(especially in the epistles of Paul), ob-
servations from church history, and 
their own personal convictions and ex-
periences. This does not represent one 
track thinking, however. One feels that 
those "not called" fit the description of 
II Corinthians 11:13-15, while one of 
the bishops, to the contrary, would not 
exclude a minister solely for the lack of 
a "call." 
A pastor writes, "A call is a heavenly 
mandate that makes itself known in 
exactly the same way as conviction is 
felt by a sinner. God speaks in an 
unmistakably clear voice to the heart, 
and it may not be that all other dreams 
of ambition will at once die, but one 
will know that this thing (this calling) I 
must do." Most of the men find more 
•affinity with the latter part of this 
definition. Four of them assign great 
weight to the call or the confirmation of 
the Church. They feel that the man, the 
Holy Spirit and the church will agree in 
a valid call. Concern for the needs of 
men, a recognition of personal talents 
and spiritual gifts, and even the counsel 
of a mature brother are given as possible 
evidences of a call. 
There is unanimous agreement that 
the call is as vital for ministerial success 
today as it ever was. In fact there is 
some evidence that the importance of a 
call is being considered more seriously 
now than it was previously. Many sug-
gest that the pressures and difficulties 
facing the current minister require the 
stability that a call provides. 
In general the survey indicated that 
the "call" is defined and interpreted 
more broadly today than in previous 
generations. But the insistence upon the 
sense of a call and dedication to it is as 
strong as ever. 
THE MINISTER'S PERSONAL PIETY 
Many agree with the pastor who 
wrote, "A man too busy for personal 
piety is too busy. We communicate no 
more than we are. 'Holy men spoke as 
they were moved . . .' " But they do not 
see piety solely in terms of the minutes 
spent in personal devotions. One bishop 
feels it unfair to evaluate piety in this 
The writer is a student at Asbury Theolog-
ical Seminary. 
Luke L. Keefer, Jr. 
way. He considers piety to be a judg-
ment of priorities concerning the activ-
ities bidding for our attention. The 
seminary president sees personal piety 
as important as ever, "but not in terms 
of an inner pietism, but in terms of 
relating the sacred to the secular so that 
his involvement with Christ and the 
Holy Spirit is authentic in his total life." 
Some see evidence of shallowness in 
the ministers of today. They note it in 
the minister's testimony and his preach-
ing, in the number of ministerial failures 
and drop-outs, and in the crippled con-
ditions within certain congregations. 
Most men felt this to be true in some 
cases but not in others. Some indicate a 
new upsurge of spirituality among many 
concerned ministers of their acquaint-
ance. 
THE MINISTER'S STUD Y LIFE 
Formal training is valued highly be-
cause it helps to secure a place for 
service, it helps to gain the respect of 
contemporary man, and it helps to 
communicate in a relevant manner. The 
support for formal training is qualified, 
however. One writes, "An untrained 
man can conceivably be better read in 
contemporary thought than a man who 
has formal training and then rides on 
it." A pastor remarked, "If the training 
is acquired at the expense of spirituality 
it would seem that the purpose is 
defeated." Others see the possibility 
that a trained ministry could spell dis-
aster for smaller, rural churches. They 
fear the trained men might not wish to 
serve such churches. 
The minister's study life must go on 
after he leaves school. One ranked this 
second in importance to the pastor's 
devotional life. The study input will be 
reflected by the preaching output. One 
of the bishops thinks it may well de-
termine how long a pastor can remain at 
a church. 
In general the answers revealed genu-
ine respect for ministerial training along 
with equal concern that it shall not get 
out of focus for the Brethren in Christ 
ministry. 
THE IMPOR TANCE OF 
THE MINISTRY 
There is a general feeling that the 
ministry is not esteemed today as highly 
as in previous generations. This might be 
due to the devaluation of all authority 
figures in our society, or general disre-
gard for religious issues. It could be the 
result of ministerial hypocrisy. Yet 
there is still surprising respect for minis-
ters particularly in the evangelical 
churches. One remarks, "Significantly 
enough, when people want spiritual 
help, they usually turn to persons that 
they are aware are involved in spiritual 
matters as an order of life." 
It is conceded that this is the age of 
the laymen. One bishop thinks that 
strategically placed laymen carry equal 
or sometimes superior opportunity for 
service in today's world. The pastor, 
then, is seen as a trainer of the laymen 
for all types of service. The pastoral 
ministry is distinct in terms of its role 
but it is not considered superior in 
terms of its impact on the world. 
They see no contradiction between a 
professional ministry on the one hand 
and the "priesthood of all believers" on 
the other. The priesthood of all believ-
ers means primarily that all have open 
access to God and in a secondary 
manner that all share in the great 
commission. In respect to this second 
meaning, the seminary head says, "This 
does not mean that simply because 
every baptized Christian accepts the 
vocational responsibility to promote the 
Christian Church that we no longer need 
specialized ministries." He contends 
that ministers will always be needed to 
preach and to lead in worship, nurture 
and inspiration. 
They are interested in redefining the 
role of the minister today. They give 
top priority to his proclamation of the 
Word. Next comes his training of lay-
men in personal evangelism, prayer, the 
counseling ministry, and church admin-
istration. Pastors should be relieved 
from cumbersome administrative duties 
so that they have more time to "walk 
with men." The minister must also 
motivate, equip and guide the laity into 
brotherhood ministries to the world. 
The seminary president represents 
the group in giving this summary advice: 
"Only go into the ministry if you are 
convinced this is one of the greatest, 
most exciting, thrilling opportunities of 
work in the world. If you look at the 
ministry merely as an occupation that 
you will perform for your living and as a 
means of satisfying your sense of social 
conscience and service to other men, 
then stay out of the ministry." 
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What is the average person's view of 
the Sunday school? One only needs to 
listen to comments being made and a 
rather distinct image is projected. Re-
marks such as, "That is Sunday school 
stuff, "What do you think this is, a 
Sunday school league?", and "Me, go to 
Sunday school, you got to be kidding?" 
make it obvious that many feel the 
Sunday school is like a doting old 
grandfather, much concerned but in-
capable of helping. Apparently this at-
titude is not only found among the 
cynical sinner but also among church 
people. Many attend only the worship 
service who once also attended Sunday 
school. Some say, "I only come because 
of my children." All of this indicates 
that the Sunday school needs some 
overhauling. The important thing is that 
we do renovate the Sunday school and 
do it effectively. 
While there always has been and 
always will be people in Sunday school, 
the role of these persons and their 
relationships to each other do change. 
For quite a time there has been two 
basic roles (1) teacher and (2) pupil. 
These roles also determined the relation-
ship. Perhaps it was seldom said aloud, 
but the teacher was the greater in-
formed and thereby the superior. 
Now we know that the role of the 
learner is extremely important in the 
teaching-learning process. Robert Bing-
The writer is pastor of the Souderton 
congregation and secretary of the denomina-
tion's Board of Christian Education. He is a 
member of the Sunday School Commission of 
the denomination. 
ham in New Ways of Teaching the Old 
Story says, "The learners are tasters. 
They stop and taste. If they like it, they 
stay and study. If not, they just spit it 
out . . . and move on." This is somewhat 
different from the concept: "What I 
have is good for you so open up and 
take it." No longer is the learner "tak-
ing" his medicine. 
It is, therefore, necessary to change 
one's view of the role of the learner. 
Instead of being the subordinate person 
he is the center of activity with the 
teacher. 
A change in the role of the learner 
affects his relationship with the teacher. 
Any teacher who views himself as the 
"star" who polishes future stars will 
soon be "spit out" by this new learner. 
Therefore, the teacher must rework his 
role also. 
John Sisemore in Vital Principles of 
Religious Education says, "There is no 
learning without experience; and there 
is no experience without involve-
ment. . . . This means that the learner's 
personal activity, rather than the teach-
er's method, is the real key to learning." 
Instead of being the person who knows 
everything, the teacher becomes the 
companion of the learner and they work 
together as a team. Neither person is a 
finished product. Bingham says the 
teacher's role is lead learner. 
The publishers of Sunday school 
literature have greatly remodeled their 
materials. Yet there is more than litera-
ture to curriculum. Much of the effec-
tiveness of curriculum is dependent up-
on how creatively it is used. Every 
Sunday school has its own peculiar 
John Arthur Byers 
Renovating the 
Sunday School 
situations that must be handled in a 
personal way. Curriculum needs to offer 
some choice of subjects. It should also 
contain an element of the unpredict-
able. When the learner knows what to 
expect he loses interest, but an element 
of uncertainty keeps him interested. 
Many small Sunday schools will say 
the elective system just will not work 
for them. "We have only one adult class 
so there can not be any choice." Even 
so variety is possible. Use one quarter of 
the year to offer a series of lessons on a 
contemporary issue or about a specific 
area of study, such as family living. This 
provides variety, creates interest and 
strengthens the Christian life. 
Another way to inject new life into a 
class is to use a different teacher to 
teach this special series of lessons. There 
is really very little that can not be 
remodeled if one is willing to expend 
himself in order to devise new ways that 
will communicate. 
Remodeling costs something. The 
Sunday school is up against some stiff 
competition. Television and public edu-
cation spend much money and time in 
order to achieve their goals. The Sunday 
school must be willing to spend some 
money. Not just in providing a suf-
ficient amount of square feet of floor 
space, but also the necessary equipment 
that will enable it to communicate most 
effectively. 
There must also be an expenditure of 
energy. In this day of instant everything 
there is no place for instant teaching. 
Teaching requires time. Time to plan, 
prepare and visit. Teaching demands a 
flexibility so one can shift with the 
changing moods and needs of the learn-
ers. It requires a definite effort to help 
parents understand what the church is 
really trying to accomplish in its Chris-
tian education program. 
In the midst of the refurbishing of 
the Sunday school there is one thing 
which remains constant: the Holy 
Spirit. The Sunday school is responsible 
to communicate the Christian life to all 
kinds of persons in every aspect of their 
lives. This is not an easy task. It is easy 
to get caught up in the methods and 
miss the message. The reverse can also 
happen or both of them can be missing. 
In the midst of all the adjustments the 
Holy Spirit faithfully helps one to keep 
his balance and perspective. Recipients 
of the Spirit's help must give up the 
right to be the "leader" of the class. 
Sometimes one wonders why people 
are so slow to permit the Sunday school 
to change. Few hestitate to refurbish 
their homes when they need it. Can it 
be that many do not realize the need? 
God's Word is so new and alive. We dare 
not destroy its lustre or limit its effec-
tiveness by refusing to "fix up" the 
house from which it is communicated. 
20 Evangelical Visitor 
Sippo Valley Receives 
Paraphrase Award 
The paraphrase by the Sippo Valley Crusaders of the 
parable of the Good Samaritan won first prize in the para-
phrase contest sponsored by the Commission on Youth. 
Bishop J. N. Hostetter of the Central Conference presented 
a plaque on behalf of the Commission on Youth to the 
Sippo Valley youth on Sunday evening, December 13. 
A similar contest is planned by the commission for 1971. 
Bishop J. N. Hostetter of Central Conference presents the plaque to 
Mrs. Shirley Dorrell, youth advisor for the Sippo Valley Crusaders. 
Sippo Valley Youth Group. 
Teen Soloist 
Says Voice 
at*" Gift of God" 
E. Robert Brubaker 
"We need the old and the new, the mature and the 
immature mixed together to make the world more right." 
This is the philosophy of E. Robert Brubaker, the 
17-year-old senior from Elizabethtown Area High School, 
Pennsylvania, who is the youngest person ever to win a lead 
role in a Lancaster Opera Workshop production. 
He sang the role of Silvio in "Pagliacci," one of the 
operas in a twin LOW production. 
"It seems unbelievable that I did this," Brubaker said. 
He considers his voice a gift of God, "and I am thankful. It 
is not something I could have done myself. I have 
committed myself to serving God, and this helped me." 
Brubaker would like to sing professionally and plans to 
major in music when he goes to college. 
Before he goes to college, Brubaker is "thinking very 
strongly" about completing volunteer service to the U.S. 
He would like to work with persons "not as blessed as 
I," perhaps in a church-affiliated center in a city. 
"Unless you get out and start caring about people, you 
miss out on a lot of things," Brubaker said. 
Now, Brubaker works part time at Longenecker's chick-
en hatchery and is minister of music at the Conoy Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
—taken from an article which appeared in the 
Elizabethtown Chronicle 
Based on the gospel of 
MATTHEW (King James) 




Regional playoffs in May 
If you are planning to 
organize a Bible quiz team 
now is the time to begin 
serious study and to get 
your team together. 
For more information write to : 
National Quiz Director 
Rev. Paul Hostetler 
Grantham, Pa. 17027 
Sponsored by: 
The Commission on Youth 
Board of Christian Education 
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Press Employees Honored 
Loddie Weaver Viola Olinger 
Two employees of Evangel Press were honored at 
the annual Christmas dinner upon their reaching 
retirement. 
Mrs. Loddie Weaver has been in the employ of 
Evangel Press for more than 30 years. For many of 
these years she was in charge of the bindery and 
mailing operations. 
Coming to the Press in 1945, Mrs. Viola Olinger 
has been the proofreader since that time with the 
exception of two years during which she was em-
ployed by the Christian Light Bookstore. 
Representing more than fifty-five years of service 
to the ministry of Christian literature these honored 
employees are shown above with the gifts presented 
to them. 
Brantford Store Hosts Author 
An autograph party was held at the Brantford Christian Light 
Bookstore for Mrs. Helen Mark in the interest of her recently 
published book of poems, Fragrant Forget-Me-Nots. 
Mrs. Mark, in center of photograph is shown with Jack Flick-
er, manager of the store. She is a resident of Brantford. 




Antrim: Six new members were wel-
comed into the fellowship, December 
27. Rev. Jack Yost served as the evan-
gelist, January 17-24. 
. Free Grace had as their speaker for 
the Dec. 27 service, Rev. Luke L. 
Keefer, Jr., a student at Asbury Sem-
inary. 
Grantham: As of Jan. 1, the Dills-
burg Church will have its own member-
ship. A number from the Grantham 
congregation will become charter mem-
bers of this new congregation. 
Locust Grove: R«v. Clair Shenk held 
revival meetings Dec. 3-13. Rev. Charles 
Lehman is the pastor. 
S a x t o n : Mrs. Naomi Brechbill 
showed slides of the work in Nicaragua, 
Nov. 4 and on Nov. 5 told of the work 
among the Navajos. A district Watch 
Night service was held at Shermans 
Valley with special music by the Gospel 
Harmonizers. Guest speaker was Rev. 
Simon Lehman. 
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
Cross Roads: Rev. John Arthur Byers 
will minister in the revival, Jan. 31-Feb. 
7. He is the pastor of the Souderton 
Church. 
Fairland had Rev. Don Rogers as 
their speaker for the Watch Night serv-
ice New Year's Eve. Rev. Rogers is from 
Phoenixville and ministers with Bible 
Literature International. 
CANADIAN CONFERENCE 
Boyle was the winner in the Forward 
Campaign, Class D. Three young men 
followed the Lord in baptism Dec. 6. 
Rev. Edward Gilmore is the pastor. 
Cheapside dedicated their new addi-
tion Dec. 13. This included an enlarged 
basement. Rev. Paul Nigh is the pastor. 
Brother and Sister Laban Climenhaga 
of Kindersley, Saskatchewan, celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary Sunday, 
Dec. 27. Brother Climenhaga served the 
congregation for many years as deacon. 
Falls View reports excellent attend-
ance in the three Christmas services of 
Dec. 20: in the morning a presentation 
of special Christmas music; the children 
enjoyed a planned program, with ex-
change of gifts and refreshments in the 
afternoon; and in the evening service a 
Christmas drama "Christmas in the Cob-
bler's Shop" was presented accom-
panied by the Youth choir. On Christ-
mas Eve the annual candlelight service 
was held with communion. Rev. Ross 
Nigh is the pastor of this congregation. 
Springvale: Roger Charman, a mem-
ber of the congregation and now a 
worker with the Jesus' People Army in 
the city of Vancouver, spoke recently 
telling of the workings of the Holy 
Spirit as they witness to the people on 
the streets and in the churches. 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
Amherst had a number of their col-
lege students take part in the service 
Sunday, January 3: Janice Buckwalter, 
Dwight Stump, and Garry Oakes shared 
in reading the scripture and offering 
prayer. 
Beulah Chapel (Ohio): Rev. Dale 
Ulery gave the morning message, Jan. 3. 
Rev. Abraham Becker is the pastor. 
Highland: Jan. 3, Glen Heise gave 
insights from Urbana, 1970. They also 
gave recognition to Sr. Maude Kniesly 
for the gift of the new Cable studio 
piano for the sanctuary. 
Phoneton featured on Jan. 3 a play 
"Youth on the Loose," which was 
created and presented by the teenagers 
with the assistance of one of the adults 
from the congregation. 
Pleasant Hill has scheduled revival 
services with Rev. Everett Lindstrom of 
Wichita, Kan., as evangelist, from Jan. 
20 through 3 1. Rev. Glenn Hensel is the 
pastor. 
Morrison (Illinois) reports special 
services of the Christmas Season: On 
Dec. 20 nearly 80 persons heard the 
Christmas message shared by children, 
youth and pastor; on Dec. 23 a candle-
light service of Christmas meditation 
was held with a time of fellowship and 
refreshment following. New Year's Eve 
the church joined with the First Baptist 
and the Mennonite churches. Rev. Mar-
ion Book brought the message of the 
evening. 
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MIDWEST CONFERENCE 
Zion: The congregation processed 
meat for the Navajo Mission in New 
Mexico. According to the bulletin one 
hog and 1% beeves were processed for 
the mission. Pastor Hawbaker was one 
of the delegates to the Urbana Mission-
ary Conference at Urbana, 111., repre-
senting the Board of Missions. On Dec. 
27 Rev. Monroe Book was the guest 
speaker at Zion. 
PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
Chino: Rev. C. R. Heisey has been 
invited and has consented to serve as an 
"ambassador to Japan" for the congre-
gation. He will fly to Japan in the near 
future for a short stay during which he 
will share with the missionaries in their 
work, taking pictures and observing for 
reporting back to the congregation. 
Upland: During the Thanksgiving sea-
son the Battalion section of the Boys 
Brigade had as their project the painting 
of Alma Cassel's house, with Cecil Plank 
and Bob Dexter furnishing the paint. 
The girl's club had as their project a 
food shower to several missionaries. 
BIRTHS 
Brillinger: Stephen Walter, chosen 
Nov. 17 by Mr. and Mrs. Walter Brillin-
ger, Oak Ridges congregation, Ontario. 
Brown: Carol Dawn, born Oct. 24 to 
Mr. and Mrs. James Brown, Saxton 
congregation, Pa. 
Isaac: Christopher Allyn, born April 
3, 1970, chosen son of Alvin and Allyne 
Isaac, Falls View congregation, Ontario, 
May 21. 
Rosenberry: Lugene Renee, born 
Dec. 10, to Mr. and Mrs. John Rosen-
berry, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Tyson: Shelley Elise, born Dec. 4 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Tyson, Jr., Perki-
omen Valley congregation, Pa. 
Yoder: Rachel Salome, born Dec. 18 
to Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Yoder, Free 
Grace congregation, Pa. 
WEDDINGS 
Spickler-Eshleman: Linda, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Eshleman, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., and James, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Spickler, Mt. Joy, 
Pa., Dec. 19, in the West Greentree 
Church of the Brethren with Rev. Leroy 
Hawthorne officiating. 
OBITUARIES 
Click: Edward F., age 77, of Spring-
field, Ohio, passed away Dec. 5. He is 
survived by his wife, Laura; a daughter, 
Mrs. Charlotte Ressler; three grandsons; 
one brother; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was a member of the 
Springfield, Ohio, congregation. Services 
were conducted from the Richards 
Memorial Home with Rev. Abraham 
Becker and Rev. Carl J. Ulery in charge. 
Interment in the Vale Cemetery. 
Dull: Emma V., Bedford, Pa., was 
born Dec. 3, 1903, and passed away 
Aug. 2. She is survived by her husband, 
Clem. Funeral services were held from 
the Mickle Funeral Home with Rev. N. 
Blain Kauffman officiating. Interment 
in the Bedford County Memorial Park. 
Frey: Lawrence M., was born May 6, 
1891, at Abilene, Kansas and passed 
away Dec. 3 at Upland, California. He 
was married to Grace Grove who pre-
ceded him in death in 1956. Three sons 
were born to this union: Noble O., 
James L., Willis G.; six daughters: Mrs. 
Roy Eyster, Mrs. J. Alvin Musser, Mrs. 
Elmer Sider, Miss Miriam G. Frey, Mrs. 
Richard M. Kroeker and Mrs. Paul K. 
Friesen. Brother Frey was a member of 
the Zion Church in Kansas where he 
served as a deacon for 37 years. In 1959 
he married Sylvia Green who survives. 
Also surviving are a brother, 40 grand-
children and 20 great-grandchildren. 
The memorial service at Upland was 
officiated by Rev. E. N. Smith and Rev. 
H. N. Miller. 
Fry: Herman T., Harrisburg, Pa., 
passed away Oct. 27 at the age of 93 
years. He was a member of the Messiah 
Home Church for 56 years. The officiat-
ing ministers for the funeral were Rev. 
T. M. Books and Rev. L. G. Yoder. 
Burial was in the Mastersonville Cem-
etery, Pa. 
Gaddis: James B. Gaddis, Tipp City, 
Ohio, was born Oct. 28, 1896, at 
Greenville, Tenn., and passed away Dec. 
18 at Troy, Ohio. He is survived by his 
wife, Bonnie; two daughters, Nila Kou-
steins and Rudie Gaddis; two sons, 
James and Tony; six grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. One brother 
also survives. 
The funeral service was from the 
Frings Funeral Home with burial in 
Tipp City, Rev. Elam Dohner offi-
ciating. 
Heise: Joseph, born Oct. 27, 1882, at 
Gormley, Ontario, departed this life 
Nov. 16. He served as treasurer of the 
Heise Hill Cemetery Board for 40 years. 
In 1913 he was married to Ada Baker, 
who survives; also three children: Rev. 
J. Allan, Mrs. John Hall, and Russell; 
thirteen grandchildren and ten great-
grandchildren. Funeral service was held 
from the Heise Hill Church with Rev. 
Andrew McNiven officiating, assisted by 
Bish. Alvin Winger and Rev. Jesse Steck-
ley. Interment in the adjoining cem-
etery. 
Hock: Graveside services were con-
ducted in the Cumberland Valley Gar-
dens for Kurt Hock, infant son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Hock, Oct. 26. Pastor 
Bruce Urey of the Mt. Rock Church 
officiated. 
Martin: Charles E., Harrisburg, Pa., 
passed -away Nov. 18 at the age of 47 
years. Services were held by the' Rev. 
Paul M. Alumbaugh, assisted by Rev. 
Leroy G. Yoder in a Harrisburg Funeral 
Home. Interment was in the Blue Ridge 
Memorial Gardens. 
Mock: Margaret C. Mock, New Enter-
prise, Pa., was born May 25, 1901, and 
passed away Dec. 14, 1970. She was 
married to Warren M. Mock in 1916. 
Her husband preceded her in death. 
Surviving are the following children: 
Mrs. Ruth Ramsey, Mrs. Grace Mougel, 
Richard, Mrs. Betty Price, and Mrs. 
Delphine Rice; also eleven grand-
children; and seven great-grandchildren. 
Three brothers and a sister also survive. 
Funeral services were held at the S. 
Gerald Weaver Funeral Home with Rev. 
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment in 
the Holsinger Cemetery. 
Oldham: Dolly Irene, Harrisburg, Pa., 
born Jan. 26, 1904, passed away Nov. 
17. She is survived by ten daughters and 
18 grandchildren. Funeral services were 
held from the Spring Hope Church with 
Rev. Amos K. Stern and Rev. N. Blain 
Kauffman officiating. Interment in the 
Fishertown Cemetery. 
Ritchey: Erma Alene Ritchey was 
born Aug. 16, 1909, and passed away 
Dec. 18, 1970, at her home in Saxton, 
Pa. She married Samuel Plummer Ritch-
ey Jan. 28, 1930. She is survived by her 
husband and one son, Samuel of Sax-
ton. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Masood Funeral Chapel with Rev. Bed-
saul Agee officiating. Interment in the 
Duvall Cemetery, Six Mile Run. 
Shaffer: Ralph Stephen, Bedford, 
Pa., was born Jan. 25, 1889 and passed 
away Oct. 6. He is survived by one son 
and one daughter. Funeral services were 
held from the Blackburn Funeral Home 
with Rev. N. Blain Kauffman officiat-
ing. Interment in the Anderson Cem-
etery. 
Singer: John Michael Singer, born 
April 8, 1920, passed away Dec. 24, 
1970. He was a World War II veteran. 
He is survived by his wife, Esther, two 
sons: Ronald J. and Michael L.; two 
daughters: Mrs. Ray Mixell and Vickie; 
four brothers; two sisters; a half brother 
and a half sister; also three grand-
children. Funeral services were conduct-
ed by the Rev. John Rosenberry, assist-
ed by Rev. Hull Byers with interment in 
the Prospect Hill Cemetery, Newville, 
Pa. 
Smith: Marshall L. Smith was born 
July 7, 1910, at Saxton, Pa., and passed 
away Nov. 22, 1970. He was married to 
Leona F. Peters Oct. 12, 1935. Surviv-
ing are his wife and seven children: 
Robert, James, Mrs. Thomas Evens, Mrs. 
Joan Rinker, Thomas, Bonnie Sue, and 
Connie Mae. Six grandchildren, two 
brothers, and a sister also survive. 
Funeral services were held at the 
Masood Funeral Chapel with interment 
in the Entriken Cemetery with Rev. 
Bedsaul Agee officiating. 
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DAN WEST* 
Dan West, 77, founder and honorary chairman 
of Heifer Project, Inc., and the first layman elected 
moderator of the Church of the Brethren, died 
January 7, in Goshen, Indiana. For more than two 
years he was the victim of a rare disease of the 
throat. 
A farmer, but also for 28 years a denomination-
al staff executive, Mr. West was a pioneer in peace 
training, youth work, and camping. He once was 
characterized by labor leader Kermit Eby as being 
"a modern mystic, yet like his Brethren forebears, 
practical." It was this combination that gave birth 
to the program of "heifers for Europe and the 
world." 
As he faced lines of hungry children while in 
relief work in war-stricken Spain in the 1930's, Mr. 
West pondered whether some alternative to direct 
food handouts could not be found. Why, he 
reasoned, could not bred cattle be shipped in to 
graze on the grassy slopes, be given to families on 
the condition that they would pass along some of 
the offspring to others in need, and at the same 
time provide an ever increasing supply of fresh 
milk? 
Within five years the program of Heifer Project 
was launched. For a period it was a Church of the 
Brethren enterprise, but eventually it became 
interdenominational in scope. As such, it has sent 
some 40,000 food producing animals to families in 
85 countries. At Heifer Project's 25th anniversary 
in July 1969, more than 1,500 persons came to 
Goshen to honor the man designated as the 
founder. Mr. West, though present was unable to 
speak to the assembly, by then having experienced 
an almost total loss of speech. 
Beyond the relief enterprise, Mr. West was an 
ardent student of conflict resolution and a staunch 
peace advocate. In every person he saw a divine 
image; his goal in leadership was to enable others 
to let this image come alive. 
He was on the staff of the Church of the 
Brethren General Board from 1930 until 1959. In 
1965 he was the first layman to moderate the 
denomination's Annual Conference. In the mod-
erator's message he stressed as the top priority for 
the Christian the seeking of "the mind of Christ." 
"So far as I know, Christ never asked anybody 
to explain Him intellectually. Nor did He ever ask 
anybody to worship Him. But He did ask some to 
follow Him," he said. "Theology and worship 
patterns are important but not fundamental. Obe-
dience is." 
Born in Preble County, Ohio, and reared in 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, Mr. West graduated from 
Manchester College, North Manchester, Ind., and 
took later work at the University of Chicago and at 
Columbia, Ohio State, Cornell, and Harvard univer-
sities. 
He is .survived by the widow, Lucy, four sons 
and one daughter, and seven grandchildren. 
In lieu of flowers, the family has established the 
Dan West Educational Fund, aimed at supporting 
volunteers who offer training in animal husbandry 
to Heifer Project recipients. 
The body has been designated for medical 
research. 
*See Editorial 
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